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DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT GEORGE Q. CANNON. 


[CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 245.] 
Ovr Father in Heaven determined to restore in our day the truth to the 
earth. He has restored it. He has restored His Church. He has restored 
the authority of the everlasting Priesthood, by means of which mankind 
can receive the ordinances and the blessings which always follow obedience 
to these ordinances. 

To show you, brethren and sisters and friends, that it is God’s design 
that these gifts should be enjoyed in our day, I will read from a revelation 
that God has given to this Church through His prophet. It isa revelation 
given shortly after the Church was organized. The Lord says:— 

Wherefore, beware lest ye are deceived; and that ye may not be deceived, 
seek ye earnestly the best gifts, always remembering for what they are 

ven; 
hae verily I say unto you, they are given for the benefit of those who 
love me and keep all my commandments, and him that seeketh so to do, 
that all may be benefited that seeketh or that asketh of me, that asketh 
and not for a sign that he may consume it upon his lusts. 

And again, verily I say unto you, I would that ye should always remem- 
ber, and always retain in your minds what those gifts are that are given 
unto the church. 

I think it is‘very important that as Latter-day Saints we should always 
retain in our minds what these gifts are that are given unto the Church. 
Not unto the church of the Corinthians, not unto the church of the 
Ephesians, not unto any of the primitive churches is this word of God 
addressed; but unto us who now live and who constitute the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 


For al] have not every gift given unto them; for there are many gifts, 
and to every man is given a ait by the Spirit of God: 


ee 
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To some it is given one, and to some is given another, that all may be 
profited thereby ; eS 

To some it is given by the Holy Ghost to know that Jesus Christ is the 
Son of God, and that he was crucified for the sins of the world; 

To others it is given to believe on their words, that they also might 
have eternal life if’ they continue faithful. 

And again, to some it is given by the Holy Ghost to know the differ- 
ences of administration, as it will be pleasing unto the same Lord, accord- 
ing as the Lord will, suiting his mercies according to the conditions of the 
children of men. 

And again, it is given by the Holy Ghost to some to know the diversities 
of operations, whether it be of God, that the manifestations of the Spirit 
may be given to every man to profit withal. 

And again, verily | say unto you, to some it is given, by the Spirit of 
God, the word of wisdom ; 

To another it is given the word of knowledge, that all may be taught to 
be wise and to have knowledge. 

And again, to some it is given to have faith to be healed, 

And to others it is given to have faith to heal. 

And again, to some it is given the working of miracles, 

And to others it is given to prophesy, 

And to others the discerning of spirits. | 

And again, it is given to some to speak with tongues, 

And to another it is given the interpretation of tongues: 
Pm as all these gifts cometh from God, for the benetit of the children of 


And unto the bishop of the church, and unto such as God shall appoint 
and ordain to watch over the church, and to be elders unto the church, 
are to have it given unto them to discern all those gifts, lest there shall be 
any among you professing and yet be not of God. 

‘ And it come to pass that he that asketh in Spirit shall receive in 
pirit; 

That unto some it may be given to have all those gifts, that there may 
be a head, in order that every member may be profited thereby: 

He that asketh in the Spirit asketh according to the will of God, where- 

in, | say unto you thi must one in the name o 
Christ, you do the Spirit: 

And ye must give thanks unto God in the Spirit for whatsoever blessing 

ye are blessed with ; 


And ye must practice virtue and holiness before me continually. Even 
so. Amen. 


This is the word of God to this Church in our day, showing that these 
gifts and blessings are ours if we will live for them. I have read to you 
the testimony of an ancient apostle to the people unto whom he was sent. 
His testimony is that these gifts were to be enjoyed by the Church. I 
have read to you the writings of another prophet who dwelt on this land. 
He bears testimony in aJmost the same language as Paul, being inspired 
by the same Spirit, that these gifts would always be enjoyed as long as 
the world should stand, and that they never would be done away with 
only through the unbelief of the children of men. And I have read to 
you the words of God through His prophet in our day, bearing testimony 
that these gifts are for the Church now, to be enjoyed by the people of 
God in this day; that every man and woman in the Church of Christ can 
have the gifts of the Spirit of God divided to them according to their 
faith and as God wills. 


| 

| 
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There has been a tremendous amount of unbelief in the world. Men’s 
hearts have been hard. It has come down by tradition from one genera- 
tion to another, until it has come to our century, that these ancient gifts 
and blessings, which the Saints were earnestly exhorted to contend for, 
were no longer necessary and had been done away with. But unbelief has 
come down to us that is almost like a stone wall in front of this generation. 
It is almost impossible to break down that feeling or to arouse within 
their hearts any spirit of faith or any disposition to believe that such 
things are possible. Satan is busy, as he has been during this long reign 
of darkness, instilling doubts and fears into the hearts of men, to prevent 
them from seeking after God. He did not want any communication 
between God the Eternal Father and His children. He would cut it off if 
he had the power, so that it would never be restored again, and that there 
should from this time forward be no more communication from heaven to 
man. To effect this he killed the Son of God; and he killed every apostle 
that Jesus chose, excepting John the Revelator, and would have killed 
him if he had had the power. This we know in part from this Bible, but 
it has come down to us in well authenticated tradition that all the apostles, 
excepting John the Revelator, suffered a violent death. This is Satan’s 
work, and he would spread his pall of darkness over the minds of the 
children of men and make them believe that they cannot find God, that 
they cannot have the gifts that God has promised, and that it is not God’s 
will that these gifts should be bestowed and enjoyed by men at the 
present time. He has been very successful in this in the earth. But the 
time has come, the long expected time, towards which prophets and 
apostles looked, and concerning which they have uttered the most glorious 
predictions—the time has come when God should stretch forth His hand 
to perform His great and mighty work, a “marvelous work and a wonder,” 
among the children of men, to prepare the way for the coming of the Lord 
Jesus, to warn the inhabitants of the earth of the destruction and calam- 
ities that are about to come upon them unless they repent. 

This is the dispensation of the fullness of times, and to usher it in 
angels have been sent from the throne of our Almighty Father to the 
earth, bearing the message of glad tidings that the Gospel is restored 
again, that the Priesthood, or the authority to administer the ordinances 
of the Gospel, has once more been conferred upon man. Could any more 
glorious tidings have come from the eternal worlds than a message of this 
description—a message fraught with such momentous consequences to all 
the inhabitants of the earth? I cannot conceive of anything more glorious. 
No angel, since the tidings of the birth of the Savior was communicated 
to man, it seems to me, could bear a more glorious message than this— 
that the night of darkness was ended, and that communication was once 
more opened between God and man, between the Father and His earthly 
children. No doubt the angels flew with eager haste to convey the pure 
Gospel to the earth; and men on the earth, if they were inspired by the 
feeling which they should have, would welcome the message as the most 
glorious and heavenly conceivable. 

This has come in our day. Yet we find, even among those who have 
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embraced the Gospel, hearts of unbelief. How many of you, my brethren 
and sisters, are seeking for these gifts that God has promised to bestow? 
How many of you, when you bow before your Heavenly Father in your 
family circle or in your secret places, contend for these gifts to be bestowed 
upon you? How many of you ask the Father, in the name of Jesus, to 
manifest Himself to you through these powers and these gifts? Or do 
you go along day by day like a dour turning on its hinges, without having 
any feeling upon the subject, without exercising any faith whatever; con- 
tent to be baptized and be members of the Church, and to rest there, 
thinking that your salvation is secure because you have done this? I say 
to you, in the name of the Lord, as one of His servants, that you have 
need to repent of this. You have need to repent of your hardness of 
heart, of your indifference, and of your carelessness. There is not that 
diligence, there is not that faith, there is not that seeking for the power of 
God that there should be among a people who have received the precious 
promises we have. Instead of the sick being healed, why, it is as much 
as you can do to get faith to believe that the administration of an elder 
will be attended with effect. There is not that seeking for the gift of 
healing and for the gift to be healed that there ought to be among the 
Saints. And so with other gifts and graces that God has placed in His 
Church for His people. I say to you that it is our duty to avail ourselves 
of the privileges which God has placed within our reach. If we have 
done wrong, repent of our wrong and feel after God, and not be satisfied 
till we have found Him, and He hears and answers us, and He speaks by 
His divine power in our hearts, bearing testimony to us in such a manner 
as cannot be doubted that He hears us, that He is near to us, and that He 
is watching over us and ready to bestow upon us all the blessings that 
are necessary for our happiness here and hereafter. — 

I feel to bear testimony to you, my brethren and sisters, just as these 
prophets have done, that God is the same to-day as He was yesterday; 
that God is willing to bestow these gifts upon His children. I know that 
God is willing to heal the sick, that He is willing to bestow the gift of 
discerning of spirits, the gift of wisdom, of knowledge and of prophecy, 
and other gifts that may be needed. If any of us are imperfect, it is 
our duty to pray for the gift that will make us perfect. Have I imper- 
fections? Iam full of them. Whatis my duty? To pray to God to give 
me the gifts that will correct these imperfections. If I am an angry man, 
it is my duty to pray for charity, which suffereth long and is kind. Am I 
an envious man? It is my duty to seek for charity, which envieth not 
So with all the gifts of the Gospel. They are intended for this purpose. 
No man ought to say, “Oh, I cannot help this; it is my nature.” He is 
not justified in it, for the reason that God has promised to give strength 
to correct these things, and to give gifts that will eradicate them. If a 
man lack wisdom, it is his duty to ask God for wisdom. The same with 
everything else. That is the design of God concerning His Church. He 
wants His Saints to be perfected in the truth. For this purpose He gives 
these gifts, and bestows them upon those who seek after them, in order 
that they may bea perfect people upon the face of the earth, notwithstand- 
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ing their many weaknesses, because God has promised to give the gifts 
that are necessary for their perfection. 

Let us seek for these gifts. Let us be exhorted this day in this Taber- 
nacle, and bear in mind that these gifts are for us; and let us seek for 
them with all our might, mind and strength. I pray God that this may 
be the feeling in every heart. If there be those that have not obeyed the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, to them I would say, go to God in secret and ask 
Him in the name of Jesus concerning these things; and I tell you, as a 
servant of God, He will give you a testimony, and you will know that this 
is the truth. You will be ready then to obey the ordinances of life and 
salvation and to enter into the Church which He has established on earth. 
I pray God to bless us all this day and throughout our future lives, in the 
name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 


QUARRELING ABOUT SATAN. 


THE Deseret News contains the following editorial on a quarrel between 
“Christians” as to the personality of Satan :— 

No doubt there are a great many things more profitable than quarreling 
about the devil, but there doesn’t seem to be anything more interesting at 
present to the members of the First Baptist Church at Oakland, Cal. The 
discussion of his satanic majesty has aroused much feeling in the congre- 
gation, some of the members thereof taking issue publicly with the teach- 
ings of their pastor, Rev. Mr. Hobart. 

‘In order to more firmly establish himself in the position he has taken, 
the pastor delivered a very caustic sermon on the subject one Sunday. 
He declared his full belief in the personality of the devil and said: “Satan 
is constantly spoken of in the Bible as a person. The personal pronoun 
is constantly used. A physical body is not necessary to a personality. 
The devil comes to church as much as anybody else, and he is much better 
acquainted with Scripture than many Christians. There is spiritualism, 
whose manifestations are those of the devil. It is not spiritualism, it is 
demonism. It pleases the devil greatly to have his personality denied.” 

Then he told his congregation that right in church, sitting beside them, 
was the devil, and he described him. This was the last straw on the 
camel’s back on that occasion. Hugh Craig, a prominent citizen and a 
teacher in the Sunday school, protested against such teachings. He did 
not want to be informed that his satanic majesty was sitting beside him 
in church when it was his wife and daughter who were with him. “There 
is nothing in this personal devil business,” said Mr. Craig, “and there 
should not be such teachings in the church. I have no time for his satanic 
majesty. When I am able to overcome my own devilish nature I will leave 
the parsons to teach all the devil they care for to those who live upon such 
miserable stuff. My object in going to church is to hear about and be told 
the way of redemption through Jesus Christ and to obtain the immortality 
which He promises to those who look to Him as the author and finisher of 
their faith. I think I can take the Bible and show Mr. Hobart where he 
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is wrong. Of course there is some trash in the Bible and you have to take 
out the meat.” 

Mr. Craig was requested by the pastor to resign as Sunday school teacher 
but refused, and lively times are looked for, as both parties have a goodly 
following among the congregation. 

There may be some question as to whether Mr. Hobart acted judiciously 
in pressing the subject so strongly upon the attention of his hearers, in- 
stead of proceeding more mildly to avoid shocking their sensibilities. But 
when it comes to the personality of Satan, and of other organized spiritual 
beings who are known in the Scriptures as devils, but who do not possess 
fieshly or physical tabernacles of their own, the pastor has decidedly the 
advantage of Mr. Craig, so far as the Bible is concerned. If the Sunday 
school teacher throws away as trash all scriptural statements regarding 
the personality of individuals who exist in the spirit world and who have 
given themselves over to evil inflences to the extent that they become 
devils, he will have to abandon so much of the Bible as shows that there 
is a state of condemned beings from which it is desirable to be saved 
through the plan of redemption which he says he wants to hear about in 
church. As to the particular pews which the imps of darkness occupied, 
if any, in the Oakland church, that is an entirely different matter. It will 
be rather difficult also for the pastor to convince reasonable people that 
the particular subjects of his present investigation are they of the cloven 
foot, long tail, horns and fire-spitting class. The absurd views which 
generally prevail, as the result of teaching a false and superstitious theol- 
ogy, of the form, appearance and existence of beings, good and bad, in the 
spirit world, are not such as can be easily taken to by thoughtful persons 
in an age of enlightenment. Some of the Oakland Baptists, through lack 
of a true comprehension of the subject, are rushing from this to the other 
extreme of no existence at all for those who give themselves over to wicked- 
ness; and by disputing about that which they seem desirous to escape 
from, they drift still farther under the evil influences which mar the peace 
of mankind and lead mortals in a direction opposite to that which is desir- 
able. It is just as gratifying to the adversary of the truth to have people 
quarreling about the personality of the devil as about anything else, for 
it is only an inspiration of evil that leads men and women to quarrel about 
anything. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


The Bland Silver seignorage bill passed the U. S. Senate March 1, by a vote of 167 to 
130. President Cleveland has now sent a message to the Senate in which he announces 
his veto of the bill. An attempt to pass it over his veto has failed. 


President Cleveland has announced that he has decided to establish a coaling station at 
Pearl Harbour, a few miles from Honolulu. This is regarded by some as the first step 
towards annexation. 


Two more anarchist outrages have occurred in France, petards having been exploded 


in churches at Bourg and at St. Romain, near Miribel. No one was injured, but much 
alarm was naturally manifested. 
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Mr. George Ticknor Curtis, the celebrated American lawyer, died March 28, in hig 
eighty-second year. He was the author of a number of legal and historical works. 

From Sebastopol it is announced that while Mr. T. Smith, second officer of the screw- 
steamer Elsie of Whitby, was handling a shell, a relic of the Crimean war, it suddenly 
exploded, blowing him to pieces. 

A young man named Agob, a native of Cesarea, is in prison at Stamboul for having 
attempted to assassinate Monsignor Aschikian, the Armenian patriarch, as he was leaving 
church. The prisoner admits having intended to kill the patriarch, who, he states, is in- 
capable of managing Armenian affairs, and by his intrigues has deceived the Armenians. 

A rebellion, arising out of the fining and imprisoning of an insolent chief and placing 
him to work on the road, has occurred in Samoa, but the rebels were defeated with the 
loss of thirty killed and fifty wounded. The government troops are alleged to have com- 
mitted atrocious barbarities. Threats are made against the foreigners, and further dis- 
turbances are feared. 

Allegations of revolting cannabalism are reproduced in a French newspaper from the 
report of a Roman Catholic priest who lately visited the banks of the Ubange, in Africa, 
It is stated to be the custom there to bring slaves to market and sell them like butcher’s 
meat, the wretched victims being sold piecemeal, and their different limbs and members 
marked as sold while alive. 


Fatal rioting has taken place at Darlington, in South Carolina, U.S. A., arising out of 
an attempt on the part of the police to discover certain evasions of the new dispensary 
liquor law of the State. It is reported that the detectives were driven into a swamp and 
shot by the rioters, twenty-one of the law officers, according to one account, having been 
killed. The ‘‘whisky men” threaten to blow up the State liquor shops. 


Professor Robertson Smith died at Christ’s College, Cambridge, March 31, after a long 
and painful illness. Dr. Robertson Smith some thirteen years ago acquired great noto- 
riety through his books and articles on the authenticity of the Pentateuch and kindred 
subjects in the ‘‘ Encyclopedia Britannica,” one consequence of which was his expulsion 
from the Hebraic professorship in the Free Church College at Aberdeen. He was forty- 
eight years of age. 

The method of lighting up the interior of the human body, or some parts of it, was 
shown recently at Baltimore, at the College of Physicians and Surgeons. Professor 
Friedenwald, by means of a flexible rubber tube, passed a small electric lamp into the 
stomach of a patient, and, the room being darkened, over 200 persons were able to watch 
the working of the patient’s internal organs through the ‘‘transparency” created by the 
light in the abdominal wall 

Another disastrous explosion has occurred at Santander, Spain, and resulted in serious 
loss of life and damage to property. The scene of the catastrophe was the wrecked 
dynamite steamer Cabo Machicaco, upon which a similar disaster occurred some time 
ago, and the present explosion occurred while cases of dynamite were being removed from 
it. Ten men are reported to have been killed and twenty-seven injured, while others 
are missing. The inhabitants were panic-stricken, and the greatest indignation exists 
against the authorities, who are accused of neglect and carelessness. 

Storms of exceptional severity are reported from Arkansas and Northern Texas. 
Twenty persons are said to have been killed, while 100 others have been injured. The 
town of Emery, in Texas, has been almost destroyed and in all parts great damage has 
been done. Further telegrams from Dallas, Texas, and New Orleans, state that a suc- 
cession of tornadoes and cyclones has been raging all over the Southern and Southwestern 
States. Whole streets of houses have been swept away, and hundreds of country home- 
steads have been wrecked. Immense damage has also been done in Tennessee by a storm 
of rain, accompanied by lightning. The chief force of the storm was felt at Memphis, 
where disastrous floods occurred. ‘The were sendesed impassable and had 
to be suspended. 
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MONDAY, APRIL 23, 1894. 


DISCERNMENT OF SPIRITS. 


Tue Apostle Peter at one time declared that in Paul’s writings there were 
many things hard to be understood which those who were unlearned would 
wrest, as they did other scriptures, to their own destruction. The Elders 
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints often meet with people 
who have made it a study to note all passages of Scripture which seem 
mysterious and hard to be understood. 

These people have proven themselves thorns in the sides of the ministers 
of Christendom and have taken pleasure in trying to confound them by 
their queries. When the “Mormon” Elders commence holding meetings 
and proclaim the first principles of the Gospel these men, feeling that on 
such occasions they are likely to gain the popular ear, appear at the meet- 
ings and there present their questions to the Elders, not for the purpose 
of gaining information but to bring about confusion and secure the ap- 
plause of the people. When such is the case the Elders should give them 
as little satisfaction as is possible and yet be consistent with a valiant 
defense of the truth. “God is not the author of confusion but of peace 
as in all the Churches of the Saints,” declares the Apostle Paul, and where 
an attempt to answer these questions will lead to confusion and be of no 
benefit to the Cause, the Elders should avoid any controversy. 

At times the Spirit may move the Elders to answer these mockers. 
Then they should do so, and with power, to the confounding of unbelievers 
who themselves not only possess no faith in Christ, but with fiendish 
delight seek to stagger the faith of those who believe in the divine mission 
of the Savior and in the efficacy of His atonement. Thus good will be 
accomplished; but where the Elders seek to answer everything and every- 
body indiscriminately it results, as a general thing, in confusion and 
injures the opportunity for doing good that had been gained by their 
previous labors. 

There are also times when puzzling questions are asked in all sincerity, 
the questioner being interested to the point of investigating the truths 
he has heard declared but in his mind is not clear on the meaning of cer- 
tain Scripture passages. Such persons should be given the benefit of the 
knowledge the Elders have received through their own studies guided by 
the Spirit of God in order to pave the way for a thorough investigation of 
the truth, that-thereby they may save some souls. 

It follows that to be thus able to discriminate between the earnest seeker 
of truth and the “author of confusion” the Elders must labor to possess 
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the Spirit of God. They should seek earnestly for the gift of discernment 
that they may be able to detect the intentions and even read the hearts of 
men. An Elder in possession of this gift has received an inestimable 
blessing, the value of which cannot be overrated. All have not this gift, 
but every missionary needs it; it forms one of the qualifications for his 
position. If this be true then it may be safely said that he has a right to 
that gift, for is he not called of God? And, if he has any claim to the gift 
it certainly can be obtained. If possessed in any degree whatever, this 
gift can be cultivated as much so as the gift of faith, but it can only be 
obtained through much prayer and humility. It may be said that wher- 
ever the voice of the Spirit is understood it will prompt the Elder as to 
what he shall doin any emergency. This is true, but the discerning of 
spirits is nevertheless a gift as distinct as that of tongues, or of healing, 
or of prophecy, and is given by the Spirit. It can therefore be specially 
sought for and obtained. 

The Elder who to his other qualifications as a missionary is able to add 
the gift of discernment of spirits is able to avoid many of the bitter 
experiences which he must otherwise pass through in not being able to 
judiciously prosecute his labors. This refers not only to individuals with 
whom he may come in contact, but to any congregation of people that he 
may address. When he is able to survey the audience before him and feel 
their spirits, whether friendly or antagonistic, whether seeking after truth 
or mocking at sacred things, he will find his task much easier and the 
results more gratifying. 

Now, then, if possessed of the spirit of discernment the Elder can tell 
the caliber of his questioner. If sincere, his question should be so treated. 
Where it concerns doctrinal points in the proclamation of the Gospel, 
there can be no difference in views; but the questions upon which expla- 
nation is sought are often such as have no particular bearing upon the 
doctrines the Elders have advanced, nor are they necessary to be under- 
stood in order to understand the Gospel. Yet many times it is found 
necessary to answer them in order not to lose the good effects of the Gospel 
conversations held, or the sermons preached, up to that time. There is 
always a correct answer to every honest question and this the Elders 
should seek to obtain that they may advance the same views and thus 
establish harmony throughout. J. V. B. 


RELEASES AND APPOINTMENTS.—Elder C. E. Murdock has been honorably 
released from his labors as Traveling Elder in the Liverpool Conference, to 
return home, April 28, 1894. 

Elders Thomas Brighton and Geo. Y. Smith have been honorably re- 
leased from their labors as Traveling Elders in the Scottish Conference, to 
return home, April 28, 1894. 

Elders Edmund Stevens and John Stevens have been honorably released 
from their labors as Traveling Elders in the London Conference, to return 
home, April 28, 1894. 

Elder James Boyden has been honorably released from his labors as Trav- 
eling Elder in the Nottingham Conference, to return home, April 28, 1894. 
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Elder James Sabine, Jr., has been honorably released from his labors as 
Traveling Elder in the Cheltenham Conference, to return home, April 28, 
1894. | 

Elder Israel C. Brown has been released from his labors as Traveling 
Elder in the Liverpool Conference and has been appointed to labor in the 
Leeds Conference. | 

Elder E. A. Knowles has been released from his Jabors as Traveling Elder 
in the Newcastle Conference and has been appointed to labor in the London 
Conference. 


IntsH ConFERENCE Norice.—The Irish Conference will be held at 90 
Thorndyke Street, Belfast, May 6, 1894. 


FROM VARIOUS MISSIONARY FIELDS. 


PRESIDENT L. T. SHEPHERD of the Wesh Conference writes as follows from 
Cardiff, under date of April 9, 1894: “The reports of the Elders for the past 
month are encouraging. A number of people are making inquiries about 
the Gospel. This is especially the case in Rhondda Valley, where Elders 
Timothy and Thomas are laboring. They are having an unusual oppor- 
tunity of presenting the Gospel to the people. A “Cheap Jack,” having 
come to Ystrad with a large tent to sell his merchandise, gave notice one 
evening that he would permit any preacher to hold services in the tent 
on Sunday evenings. Elder Timothy secured the privilege for as long a 
time as the owner intended to remain (about sixteen weeks), the latter 
promising to furnish lights and maintain order. The first meeting was 
held Sunday, April 1, about 600 people being present. Elder Timothy 
was greatly blessed by the Holy Spirit in his discourse and the congrega- 
tion manifested much interest in the doctrines advanced. The following 
Sunday evening some 400 people gathered at the tent. After speaking 
for half an hour Elder Timothy was interrupted by a question and then 
was kept busy answering questions for an hour. These questions, how- 
ever, were asked respectfully and with a view of gaining information, and 
the answers given appeared to satisfy. The Elders will continue to hold 
meetings in the tent.” 

Elders A. J. Seare and J. D. Owen give an account of their labors 
and success in Abingdon, Berkshire, England, from which we make the 
following extracts: Until these Elders were appointed to labor in Abing- 
don, no Elders have visited the place for the past ten years. That town 
has now been well tracted. A good deal of opposition has been encoun- 
tered, but many friends have been raised up and quite an interest has 
been awakened in the principles of the Gospel. The ministers have 
warned their flocks against investigating the truth, but so far to but little 
purpose. They are at a loss to answer the queries put to them by the 
members of their churches who have read the tracts circulated by the 
Elders. Some of the people have thrown open their parlors for meetings. 
The Elders called on the vicar and had a long talk with him, during 
which he confessed that if the Elders held him to the Bible and did not 
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permit him to use the prayer book he did not not think that he could 
prove the doctrine of sprinkling infants. One Sunday the Elders visited 
the Baptist chapel in Drayton and returned in company with the local 
minister to Abingdon, talking with him on the Gospel along the way. In 
& pompous manner he finally-declared: “I know my own Bible better than 
you can tell it. I don’t want a boy to tell me I am not right.” He refused 
to accept any tracts and when they parted he shook hands icily. During 
the following week the Elders tracted the village where he preaches and 
the people began questioning him regarding the doctrines of the Latter- 
day Saints. Since then he has become quite friendly and has anxiously 
asked for the tracts he once refused. The Elders have begun holding 
open-air meetings on the greens and in the market places. Recently they 
had one in the market place, having a large and attentive crowd of 
listeners. They announced another meeting for the following evening. 
As the hour approached intelligence reached them that they would meet 
with opposition at the meeting. The Spirit, however, prompted them to 
keep their appointment, which they did. At the close of the meeting a 
minister stepped up and spoke. He declared that he had never heard faith 
and repentance better explained than on that occasion, but he protested 
against baptism and other doctrines and against “Joe Smith and Young 
and their wicked and evil ways.” Another party read some anti-“ Mormon” 
literature, declaring he knew the “ Mormons” to be liars and thieves. The 
audience shouted, “We know you are one”; “Let the boys answer you,” 
at the same time hissing him until he departed. The Elders spoke briefly 
and challenged the man to name time and place to prove his assertions. 
The people said Amen and showed themselves thoroughly in sympathy 
with the Elders. The brethren met their opponent the following day and 
spent two hours with him at the close of which he purchased a Book of 
Mormon and thanked them for the “many points learned.” This was a 
Wesleyan. The people are kind and hospitable, at present favoring the 
Elders and the prospects are exceedingly bright. 

A letter from Elder Seare written a week later gives further particulars 
of recent meetings held in Abingdon, his former home. He says: “We 
are still having glorious meetings and the people flock around by the 
hundreds. Though some of the ministers oppose us we have gained the 
confidence of the people. Last Sunday, April 8, it did my heart good, while 
preaching on Sutton Green, to watch the old men leaning on their canes 
and seeing their lips move in repeating the Scripture passages as we 
quoted them and nod approving assent. I saw many faces that [ knew 
in boyhood days. When I gave my name they were surprised. After 
bearing testimony as to what kind of people my father and I had found 
in Utah we closed. The people thronged around us and I scarcely knew 
who to shake hands with first, for there were so many glad faces to wel- 
come me. I acknowledge the hand of God in this and thank him for the 
privilege of returning to my native place, there to bear my testimony to 
the truth of the Gospel.” 

Elder James Boyden writes from Nottingham of his labors in Lough- 
borough. Four were baptized in that place during the past six months. 


268 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


On March 13 Alice Hutton was baptized. She had been a prominent 
member in the Methodist church but in a dream had been prompted to 
visit the Elders and talk with them on the Gospel. Though she saw that 
all her old friends would forsake her and that her name would be cast out 
for evil she did not falter, but accepted the truth. She is now aiding the 
Elders in spreading the truth in the hopes that her former friends may 
receive of the same light in the possession of which she now rejoices. The 
prospects for good in that portion of the Nottingham Conference are 
bright. 


MODERN AARONS. 


Unpber the above title J. H. Faust presents in the Deseret News the 
following brief sketches of the prominent helpers of Brigham Young, the 
“Modern Moses,” during the first thirty years of the history of Utah:— 

Among the supporters of Brigham Young, first and foremost was Heber 
C. Kimball. He came up with the Pioneers, went back to the Missouri 
River again the same year with President Young. He brought a company 
out the following year. Heber C., was born in Vermont, where they get 
up in the morning to help the sun up; hence he became an early riser in 
youth, and followed it up all his life. He was an eccentric man, full of 
character, vim and determination. He was a veritable Jonathan in looks, 
as well as character. When he put his hands in his pocket and stood over 
you with those black hazel eyes centered on you, it seemed as though he 
was looking through you. In his speaking he could and would go from 
the sublime to the ridiculous oftener than any other man that I have ever 
seen or heard. He loved President Young and the people most dearly. 
To labor with his hands and heart was his delight. He was to President 
Young and the people an Aaron in every particular, except the building 
of a golden calf. Privations and dangers were a matter of course with 
him. He delighted in law and order, and was easily annoyed with any- 
thing approaching hypocrisy. Coming up from the States it was his rule 
to have prayers evening and morning. One morning breakfast was ready; 
a drizzling rain had just commenced; everybody was in a hurry. He 
called on a man to lead in prayer who was noted for his long-winded 
prayers. The rain pelted down. The man prayed on, oblivious to all 
things earthly. When he did stop, Heber straightened up, and, pointing 
his finger at the man, he said: “You will not pray any more for us between 
here and Zion” neither did he. 

It was his delight to see young people marrying. He would say: “Get 
married, you young people, and do your courting afterwards: get married, 
and get your homes afterwards. The money you would spend on clothing 
and buggy-riding to please the young lady will go far towards fitting out 
a home.” He was a true woman’s rights man. He knew that it was a 
woman’s place to be a helpmeet, and not a help-me-eat. If the human 
family would continue to court after marriage what misery could be 
averted! What happiness would there be instead! 

His preaching was logical, forcible and practical. He was earnest and 
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honest in his dealings with his fellowman. A great counselor, and a great 
stay to President Young was he—they worked to the same end, the up- 
building of the Lord’s work on the earth. I have traveled with them 
many a time through the Territory and can say with truth that I never 
heard an unkind word from either to the other. 

When Heber C. Kimball prophesied, which he did once in a while, it was 
pretty sure to come true. In the first few years here the people were short 
of clothing and groceries. In the little bowery at one Sunday’s meeting, 
he predicted that all these things would be plentiful if the people would 
continue to serve the Lord. They did not have long to wait before the 
California gold emigrants came along with plenty of everything to trade 
for vegetables. The fine horses and cattle that had got poor were traded 
for fat, and smaller horses or cattle to go on with. The poor horses soon 
getting fat were sent on to California and sold for a good price, the 
California small horse was purchased for $15 or $20 per head by the drove, 
and brought back and traded again for other stock. This was the half- 
way trading post for the emigrants for the West. Carding machines and 
looms were brought from the states and woolen goods made for use. He 
built a grist mill in the mouth of City Creek where one now stands. He 
encouraged home manufacturing in every department. In politics he was 
a Democrat and believed in the most good to the masses. I am proud to 
know that his sons and grandsons follow in his foot steps. When that 
monument will be built to President Young and the Pioneers, may his 
descendants see that he has a niche there, where his name will be engraven. 
May his name live, as it did, in the hearts of the people! 

Jedediah M. Grant who took Dr. Richards’s place as second counselor, 
was a man that knew no fear—a western man in heart, manners and 
customs. He was elected the first mayor of Salt Lake City. Under his 
administration the sage and oak brush were cut out of the streets. He 
served many years in that office without pay or emoluments—there was 
nothing in the treasury. One of the first ordinances passed was that 
there should not be any hog-pens maintained over or near any ditch. The 
marshal, who was J. C. Little, was authorized to notify the owners to move 
all such to some other place. When he notified President Young that he 
must move his, Brigham asked him by whose authority? Little replied: 
“By the Mayor’s and City Council’s.” “Well,” said President Young, “if 
the mayor wants mine moved let him move it.” Little went to Grant’s 
house and told him what had been said. Mayor Grant had just sat down 
to breakfast when he was told the reply. He arose and went up to the 
hog-pen and kicked the logs all around, turned the hogs all out—went 
back and finished his meal. After breakfast he went up to President 
Young’s office, as he was wont todo. President Young greeted him, “Are 
you satisfied?” “Yes, 1 am; you must obey the law as well as other people 
do.” President Young had only sent bim this word to try him, and he 
thought more of the mayor than he ever did before. 

Jedediah Morgan Grant was a power in the land. He was a great 
preacher. He could hold his audience spellbound; a man that had clear 
convictions, and was never afraid to let his convictions be known. 


270 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


He organized a train of one hundred wagons and followed the Pioneers. 
He traveled them in two companies near together, so they could protect 
one another against the Indians, he traveling first with one company then 
with the other. A little incident happened on the way which showed the 
man inhim. There was a boy in the train by the name of George Bean, 
(now Col. Bean of Richfield) who had two yoke of cattle that he thought 
much of. He drove behind a lazy man who would go to sleep, and they 
would be late getting into camp at night. One day the boy left the man 
behind by driving around him. When the man caught up he wanted his 
place, which the boy was unwilling to give up. The former went to beat- 
ing the oxen over the nose to make them turn out, which exasperated the 
boy, so much so that he laid to and gave the man asound drubbing. A 
trial was had, and the boy was about to be sentenced to be tied behind 
the wagon, when Captain Grant happened to come over from the other 
camp. He decided that the boy did just right and should not be punished. 
The boy never has forgotten his champion, even in his old age. 

Jedediah M. Grant was indeed an Aaron. Work was a pleasure to him. 
He was never so happy as when he was with his friends, and imparting 
knowledge to them. When he knew a man once, he knew him wherever 
he met him again. It was he who helped to organize the first militia of 
Utah, and to command them. His voice was heard in the first Legislature 
of Utah in 1851. He was a great organizer, as well as builder. To be in 
his presence was to be in the presence of a great man, and in the presence 
of a friend to the human family. His death was scarcely more a loss to 
his family than to this people, and no one missed him more than President 


Young. 
[TO BE CONTINUED. ] 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 

Delegate Rawlins made a hasty visit to his home in Utah during February. He stated 
that he had assurances that the Utah Statehood bill would be passed by the Senate at 
the present session of Congress. 

The Z. O. M. I. board of directors have declared a dividend of 4 per cent. for the past 
half-year. This dividend will be paid in merchandise at once to the stockholders who may 
so desire, but otherwise will be payable in cash on May 5. 


William H. Farnsworth bas been engaged to conduct the business of the Beaver 
woolen-mills as its superintendent. Arrangements are being made to begin operations 
about the last of April or the beginning of May. Repairs on the machinery and getting 
it in running order will commence at once. 


Sixteen head of thoroughbred trotting horses, from Grass Valley, have been shipped to 
Scotland. The horses were raised by well known breeders. Grass Valley will soon have 
# national reputation as the breeding ground of pedigreed horses. Raising horses in Utah 
for the European market sounds strange, but it is nevertheless a fact. 


At the Davis Stake conference, held Saturday and Sunday, March 3 and 4, Elders 
F. D. Richards and H. J. Grant, of the Council of the Apostles, were in attendance. On 
Sunday afternoon Elder John W. Hess of Farmington was set apart as President of the 
Stake in the place of Wm. R. Smith, deceased, and Joseph Hyrum Grant of West Bounti- 
ful as first counselor. 
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On March 7, while Thomas Clayson of Payson was chopping wood, he made a miss 
lick and split open his foot. A gash several inches in length, ranging from the ball of the 
great toe back toward the heel was made, the ax penetrating to the bone. 


A serious accident occurred near Poplar Grove, Salt Lake City, March 8. Hyrum 
Smith residing at Granger was going home with his team. The wheels became imbedded 
in the mud, the wagon being heavily loaded with lime and coal. While seeking to extri- 
cate the wagon one of the horses kicked him on the leg, breaking it in two places below 
the knee. He was discovered by accident in time to save his life. 


While four men were descending Capitol hill, Salt Lake City, a bullet came from their 
left and struck one of the number, by the name of Pearce, in the back. The leaden 
missile passed through his overcoat and the rest of the clothes which he wore on his back 
and inflicted a flesh wound about an inch in length. The bullet is supposed to have come 
from a 22-caliber rifle, in the hands of boys out shooting birds. Its force was spent by 
passing through the clothing, otherwise it might have resulted seriously. 

About noon February 27 William, the thirteen-year-old son of Joseph Parry, was 
drowned in a mill-pond near Ogden River. The boy along with his smaller brother went 
up to the mill-pond and William ventured out on the ice. His brother hearing the ice crack 
called to him to come off, but the warning was too short, for in an instant he went through 
the ice and into the water. Several men came to the assistance of the boy but all too late 
to save his life. The body was recoved after about twenty minutes’ search, but life was 
extinct. 

Elisha Brandon while digging a well at Mt. Pleasant discovered at the depth of thirty 
feet a rock into which a hole had apparently been drilled. He broke the rock and found 
the hole had been drilled through it, and the “‘tamping” or unexploded powder was still 
in there. How the rock came there, in a compact formation of washed rock, gravel and 
cement, where it has undoubtedly lain for years, if not centuries, is a decided mystery. 
The ground is the same as that upon which the whole city of Mt. Pleasant rests, and has 
lain there years before the present generation. The ‘“‘tamping” resembles powder that 
has been wet and hardened, and though light, is very solid. It is the work of human 
beings, undoubtedly, and proves that the art of drilling must have been known in this 
country by the savages hundreds of years ago. 


At the regular Sunday evening meeting of the Saints of the Twenty-first Ward, Salt 
Lake City, held February 18, 1894, the following named brethren were unanimously sus- 
tained by the people as their bishopric, and were installed in their high calling in the 
order named: Elder Marcellus S. Woolley was ordained Bishop of the Twenty-first 
Ward, and Elders Herbert J. Foulger and James Maxwell (the last named being ordained 
a High Priest) were set apart as Counselors to Bishop Woolley, President George Q. 
Cannon and the Presidency of the Stake officiating in the ordination. The change in the 
bishopric was occasioned by the death of the late esteemed bishop, Brother William L. 
N. Allen. Elder Josiah Burrows was set apart as superintendent of the Sabbath school 
of the ward by the visiting brethren. 

Sister Nabbie Y., beloved and noble wife of Spencer Clawson died in Salt Lake City, 
March 15. The deceased was the daughter of Clara Decker, the last of the three pioneer 
women of Utah, and the late President Young. She was born in Salt Lake City and 
was forty-two years of age. As a young woman she was beautiful, winsome and accom- 
plished. Asa wife and mother she was loving, tender and true. Everywhere and under 
all circumstances was she a superior woman. Her noble traits of character made her the 
object of admiration and esteem wherever she was known, and her friends were legion. 
The deceased was the mother of seven children, six of whom are left with the grief- 
stricken husband and father to mourn her departure into the unseen world. On March 9 
the youngest child died shortly after birth and from that time the mother’s condition was 
regarded as critical Everything that loving hands and kind hearts could do was done but 
without avail. Gradually she grew worse, though at times she appeared to rally and 
shake off the sleep of death as it silently crept over her. 


